
74th Lake Groton Association Annual Meeting 
 

Preamble:  A meeting of the membership is required at this time by the bylaws of the association 

for the purpose of electing the trustees.  This meeting is also qualified to act on such business 

that may be brought before it. 

 

 

1) The Lake Association bylaws were adopted in September of 1947 making this the 74th 

meeting of the 73 year of the Lake Groton Association.   

            Covid style: 134 newsletters will be hand delivered or mailed. 

 

  

2) Introduction of new camp owners, and association members: 

 

Donna and Paul DeRoo 

 

 

3) Moment of Silence for deceased members  

             Mari Schaarschmidt 

             Dr. Gordon Page 

             Dr. Howard Page 

             Bob Rudd 

             Marcia Hebel 

             Allen Jones 

             Ginny Randall 

             Mary Bingham 

 

4) Volunteer Thank You 

Dave Spencer Groton pond .com web site…dam inspector, Weed survey grant and 

management. 

Dean Edson - Dam inspector 

John LaRosa- Milfoil team 

Gail Mcdonnell-trustee and pot luck organizer 

Susan Pelkey Smith:  trustee and Treasurer 

Bob Ricker Trustee Vice President and lay monitor/bladderwort team 

Matt Coxon- Trustee and chow line set up 

Jon Desilets, Presidential mentor and keeper of the “list” 

Janet Page Trustee and Clerk 

Peter Lyon – Goose control  

Jim Soutar for welcome committee  

Darlene Sprague - Loon monitor 

Ashley Luurtsema – Boat Parade 

      Allen Goodine, Bob Ricker, Matt Coxon - bladderwort clean up committee 

     Terry, Madeline and Sherry Dana for bladder boat off-season storage 

      Kevin Mcdonnell-fire boat 

      Goober Schaarschmidt and Ashley White fireworks launch site 

 

5) Email addresses Please. If you are not receiving email from the association, please 

provide your email address. Please send them to jonsandydes@gmail.com 

Reminder:  emails are kept confidential. 

 

6) Minutes approval of 2019 see website; www.grotonpond.com 

mailto:jonsandydes@gmail.com
http://www.grotonpond.com/


 

 

7) Financial Report-Presented by Susan Pelkey Smith: A full report will be available on the 

association website. 

 

 
 

 

 

8)  Financial recommendations from the board of trustees (same for 2020) 

a. $250.00 Groton Fast Squad 

b. $250.00 Groton Fire Department 

c. $50.00 Loon Recovery Program 

d. Dues set at-$40.00 

 

 

 

9) Nominations and election of two trustees to replace:  Bob Ricker and Matt Coxon 

Bob and Matt were both nominated for reelection.  

 

   

 

10) Committee Reports 

 

Goose report – Peter Lyon 

 

The following is a net of our activity this year. 

Doug Duckett Scholarship Fund: This Fund was established by Jacky in honor & memory of 

Doug.  The many donations given by their friends has supported the providing of scholarships 

over the last two years to eleven high school graduates who were continuing their education. A 

wonderful idea by Jacky and wonderful support by their many friends around the lake!!!!! 

 



Chicken Pie Supper this Fall: Unfortunately, after 64 years of serving our World Famous 

Chicken Pies (with support of a very large number of volunteers from the lake) there will be no 

supper this year. All we can say is stay safe and hopefully we will be operational next year.  

 

Canada Geese: We had another good year in that we found & oiled their nest with success in that 

the Geese continued to try and hatch the eggs to no avail. A big thank you to everyone that 

contacted me with their sightings and feedback.  In particular I’d like to highlight and thank Jerry 

& Lee Palmer for again hosting my boat and allowing the use of their property to launch. A very 

large thank you also goes to Tom & Missy Ehrgood. Tom was amazing with his daily feedback 

at the height of the hunt, extremely helpful!!!!  HOWEVER, there currently are eight geese on 

the lake, spending the majority of their time when here on the south end and west shore. The 

concern is are they getting comfortable enough to set up & nest here next year. There is a 

popular breeding location just east of Groton which is a natural source point for visitors.  Also, 

the State reports that there are over 700,000+ within the State with a environmental capacity of 

500,000+ thus this problem is not going away.  

Take care, 

Peter 

 

Web Site-www.GrotonPond.com-Dave Spencer 

People are reminded to check grotonpond.com  for information related to them and their camp:   

• Check the Camp and People Directories to make sure their information is correct and 

complete.  

• If there is no camp history for their camp on the website, the pandemic time is a good 

time to work on one.  Histories are of lasting value to family members and the pond 

community. 

• Utilize the classifieds to rent, sell or buy items/camps. 

• Check out the Pond History section for interesting stories about the Pond area.  There is 

also Forest History material. 

• Check out other topics such as Boating Regulations, Shoreline Permits, Loon 

Information, Emergency Contacts, Merchants & Services and the Nature Center. 

• Communicate questions, comments, updates or suggestions about the website by 

emailing 194web@earthlink.net. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dave Spencer 

                                              

 

Lay Monitoring report. - Bob Ricker  

 

I have consistently been getting 4.5 to 5 Meters since June 4th and have done a total of 11 

samples to date.  This year is the clearest I have seen the water since I started as lay monitor.  

Won't know about nitrogen and phosphorus until January or February when they post test results. 

 

 

4th of July activities-boat parade, fireworks – Thank you to Goober and Ashley for the 

location and all for the donations to make the show happen!  Congratulations to the boat parade 

winners Bob Ricker and family for the Hero Thank you!  Other parade winners are noted on the 

2020 4th of July pictures on the association website. 

 

 

 

 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.grotonpond.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7COreste.Reader%40cvmc.org%7C200f0f95b28e44c0751208d84d323331%7C5fc09f37dc5a489395c0ae3bb5ef18df%7C0%7C0%7C637344225302412100&sdata=6ZYMmgixqDIViCB3R%2BA7No5oKcJQGfzeaX%2B7XloZ7EA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:194web@earthlink.net


 

Loon report:  Darlene Sprague 

 

August 17 2020 

     We have two pairs of nesting Loons on Lake Groton 

One pair is located on the north end of the lake.  That nest is on a homemade nesting platform, 

made by a nearby resident and her family. The 2nd pair of nesting loons, nest naturally in an area 

on the south end of the lake in a location of their own choosing. 

     The NORTH END loons nested later in June than usual.  Floating signs were put out to warn 

boaters to not go beyond the signs. About a week after the 4th of July, one chick was hatched.  

At this writing the chick has been observed as healthy, growing fast and being well fed by its 

parents. 

     Several attempts have been made by the eagles to predate the chick, and the parents as well as 

the south end loons.  Weekly observations have seen several attempts, which have failed.  I think 

there have been more, but we don't see them all...The eagles are relentless. 

Because the chick is a late hatched chick, it will migrate later in the fall, than usual.  It has to 

learn to feed itself, go through one more molt, which is a slate grey in color with white markings, 

and grow its flight feathers and learn to fly.  The parents will migrate and leave it on its own at 

some point in the fall. 

     There is always concerns of early ice in with loons.   If ice in does occur, it could be 

disastrous for any loon as the loon cannot take flight without about a quarter of a mile of open 

water.  

     I will continue to observe this chick and the adult loons, into early fall.  My hope is that others 

will do the same. If anyone sees something that is detrimental to the chick, or any loon for that 

matter, please say something, call or email. 

     The 2nd pair of nesting loons are located on the SOUTH END end of the lake.  They nested 

the last week of May. Floating signage was put in place two days later.  These signs warn boaters 

to please not boat beyond the signs which may disturb them.  And it is asked that boaters do not 

linger in that immediate area as well for any reason including the taking of photos.   

     If a nesting loon becomes threatened it will bolt off the nest and the risk is that the loon will 

knock the egg(s) into the water and then all is lost. If the loon is off the nest too long, a predator  

can easily take the eggs.   

     Two weeks after they nested, they abandoned the nest due to an early morning disturbance, as 

reported by a nearby camp owner.  We do not know what that disturbance was.  There were no 

eggs in the nest or in the water to be found. The signs were removed and the area was reopened 

up. It was hoped they would re-nest, but they did not.  They continue to maintain their territory 

on the south end and remain together as a pair, every vigilant.   

     If anyone has questions or sees something concerning, you may contact me by phone at the 

lake{ 802 584 3030 or home{802 476 6096.  

Your best bet will be to email me at darlenesprague@charter.net I want to thank everyone, for 

helping me with observations and offers of assistance if and when needed.  Much appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

Bladderwort end of year harvest information and summary:  Allen Goodine 

It has been an interesting year at Lake Groton.  The lake is a little low but maintaining adequate 

levels.  The water seems very clear and the temperatures have been in the high 70’s to low 80’s 

for almost two months. 

 The amount of bladderwort in the various coves as presented from the annual summary of last 

year is about the same this year but the rise to the surface and release seems to have slowed 

whereas the observation would be less material in the boating lanes. 

mailto:darlenesprague@charter.net


 Citing Covid safety and the current characteristics of the bladderwort we decided to hold on any 

formal mechanical harvest for the 2020 season. 

 We hope this new observation finds us in a symbiotic balance with bladderwort in seasons to 

come but will exercise our permit to harvest after we inspect the lake in the early summer of 

2021.   

 

 

Membership survey:  Susan Pelkey Smith:   

     At the 2019 annual meeting, the Lake Groton Association voted to allow the Trustees to 

survey the Lake Groton community to gather information about various preferences pertaining to 

meetings, association activities, and interest in volunteering for various upcoming activities.  In 

addition to contacting current and recent past members, we wanted to reach out to all landowners 

around the lake to inform them about who we are and what we do, with the goal of generating 

interest in the Association.  A summary of the survey results is available on our website. 

 

 

Park Update- Separate e-mail sent to the association September 2 2020    

  

The Boat Launch will be open until the weekend after Labor Day weekend (9-12/13), then the 

gate will be dummy locked. More details to follow. 

 

 

New Business:  

      

1.  Approval of LGA mission statement (see Ballot) 

 

The Lake Groton Association is dedicated to enhancing the quality, preserving and 
protecting Lake Groton for all to enjoy now and in generations to come. 
 

2. Preapproval to spend funds to secure Boulder Beach for the 75th anniversary of the 

LGA Labor day Saturday 2021 immediately following our annual business meeting. 

 

• Asking for approval to have $5000.00 available.  Initial estimates: 3500.00 for food, 

500.00 for entertainment with additional funds needed for tents, non-alcoholic beverages 

and the possibility of an open ice cream bar at the beach concession stand.  We will be 

selling tickets to off-set some of the cost and of course trying to be conservative with the 

funds that we spend.  The goal is to insure members and families have plenty of food, fun 

and good conversation. 

• Additionally we are working with an on-line site that will allow us to order sweatshirts, t-

shirts, hats and various novelties.  Once we finalize designs this information will be put 

out to the membership to order at will.   

 

3. Fireworks and boat parade information to follow in the spring of 2021.  We depleted 

a good share of the fireworks fund for this year’s show.  If you want the show to 

continue please make your donations now so we can secure a summer show. 

 

Please return your ballots as soon as possible.  You are welcome to drop them off with me or any 

trustee or mail them to Susan Pelkey Smith 119 Spoor Road, Groton, and VT 05046 

 

Thank you and have a great fall and holiday season.  Rusty   


